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DRAFT PRESS RELEASE:
Devon Rosé Wines outperform Rosés from the Loire Valley

As part of this year’s Devon Wine Week, the Devon Wine School hosted one of its special blind tastings on Thursday 3rd June.  The idea was to see how Devon’s Rosés would match up against Rosés produced in France’s Loire Valley.

Local vineyards have had a couple of difficult years in 2007 and 2008 but 2009 was kinder and 2010 is starting to look encouraging.

The tasting panel, chaired by Susy Atkins, the highly regarded author and broadcaster, was made up of wine professionals from around Devon.  They tasted 20 wines, 17 of which were still and 3 of which were sparkling. 11 wines came from Devon and 9 came from the Loire Valley

The wines were all presented in plain bottles to make it fair and the tasting produced some real surprises for the panel.  They awarded just 2 silver medals and both went to Devon vineyards.  Bovey Tracey’s Ashwell Vineyard won silver for its still 2009 Rosé and Topsham’s Pebblebed won silver for its non-vintage Sparkling Rosé.  8 Bronze Medals were also awarded, with 4 going to the Loire Valley and 4 going to the following Devon Vineyards:


2009 Pebblebed Rosé


2009 Kenton Vineyard Rosé


2009 Sharpham Estate Rosé 


2009 Manstree Vineyard Rosé 

The marking system used was:
GOLD      90-100    Outstanding example, setting the standard

SILVER    80-89.5  Fine example, excellent quality

BRONZE  75-79.9  Good Example, well above average

66 -74.9    Good but not award worthy

50-65.9     Adequate

The panel of 6 tasters were:

Susy Atkins (chair) 

Ben Foster (owner of wine importers Newton Wines)

Richard Hartley (owner of the Culm Valley Inn, Culmstock) 
April Marks (owner of Regency Wines in Exeter)

Richard Racynski-Floyd (manager of Coolings Wine Bar in Exeter)

Andy Whiteman (owner of the Harris Arms, Lewdown)

The tasting was organised and administered by Alastair Peebles Master of Wine

Contact details:  e-mail: alastair@devonwineschool.co.uk
Tel:
01363 866742
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