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 Pebblebed 2011 Harvest  Report





The Growing Year!

Ever year in England the weather brings about surprises but the 2011 growing season seems to have been particularly strange!

A bright Easter, was followed by a lovely April and good apple blossom with no late frosts – a great start for apples.  Then May was bright – but with cold nights and the start of a long spring drought - this was not ideal for the young vine buds. 

Flower set at the end of June is the critical time for setting the crop for the year and this year the dry spring seems to have affected the flower set with about half our usual crop.

The summer months are not too critical for the vines – just a case of doing plenty of summer thinning of the canopy to let the sun onto the young grapes and to reduce the chance of diseases such as mildew.

And then a fantastic Autumn once again – it was more like Tuscany than Topsham – this is the most critical time for the quality of the vintage.  Dry weather at harvest is particular important both to the quality of the grape juice and the enjoyment of our pickers!

Again this year we had a fantastic turnout of several hundred people to help us harvest the grapes – really grateful for all the help.

The Vintage

So with the usual trials and tribulations of the growing year we were in the end very pleased with the quality of the grapes even though the quantity was less than half of the big 2010 crop.

But “quantity down – quality up” as they say (which is often very true – the less grapes on the vines the riper they are likely to get).  Our Pinot Noir grapes were “off the scale” with an unheard of 13.5 % equivalent natural alcohol – same as Burgundy!!

This year with the small but very ripe crop we will concentrate on our still wines (2010 was a great year for sparkling) and particularly with our very ripe pinot grapes we will make more red wines

Given the exceptionally ripe grapes this year I’m very excited to taste the 2011 wines which we will release from May 2012.

Pebblebed Partner Vineyards

After many years of thinking about expanding our Community Vineyard it was great to final plant our new Partner Vineyard in May with the support of the BBC Dragons Den programme and Duncan Bannatyne.  We have about 20 individuals and 10 businesses join in the 10 year long project and its been great to meet new people and have them join in with the vineyard.  

The 2 acre vineyard was planted by about 50 people in less than 4 hours!.  The vines have established well following some frantic watering in early June.  We will put up the posts and wire over the winter and hope to get our first crop in 2014.

We are now interested to hear from anybody who wants to join with our 2012 Partner Vineyard which we hope to plant next May.  Please contact geoff@pebblebed.co.uk for more information.

So now its time to start the pruning of the 20,000 vines over the winter months in preparation for the 2012 growing season!

Best wishes to all 

Geoff
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